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while in residence in the fall of 20 09 
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from the public PARK ARCHIVES of the 
GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

including 

the KATHARINE FRANKFORTER 8c HEADLANDS INC. RECORDS 
the HARLAN SOETEN MARINCELLO COLLECTION 
and the INTERPRETATION PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION 

and 

a trail map of the MARIN HEADLANDS from the NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

two images of the site of the Marincello Gates from WIKIPEDIA 
and satellite imagery from MARIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
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Marincello Is Rezoned 

Tlie Marin County Board of | The board changed the de- hours of discussion. Conser 
Supervisors voted unanim- signation of 138 acres west of ffif j"*™ opposed the 
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NEW TOWN WORK UNDER WAY--Thomas Frouge (right). Chairman c 
the Board of the Frouge Corp, and Michael Marville, Marincello projt 
engineer, set up the first temporary street sign in the Marincello dowi 
valley. The first phase of the main Mai • lagoon ai 

pedestrian mall area, are being staked out as the Frouge ( 
~ ; -e development plans for submission to the County. 
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4 Sr^7t/f FO/? MARINCELLO 

Sausauto sculptor Robert Shinn - - ■ - 

shows a preliminary model of a 
statue chosen for Marincello to 
Thomas Frouge, chairman of Frouge 
Corp., devejopers of the 2.138 acre 
community approved for southern 
Rising to a height of more 



than 25 feet, the finished work will 
be at the center pool in Marincello .- 
Brotherhood Plaza. Shinn said today 
no name had been chosen for the 
statue although it will depict broth 
eihood. . .JfiH^ 
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J] Fifteen Years From Now ... Maybe 

Above is a rendering, such as architects and land planners use, made for us from the Marincello model and 
publicity photographs. It is just as accurate as - and nor more so than - the source mater.als. 

The rendering does not show the probable tremendous scars that will be caused by excavation for the foun- 
dations of the huge apartment towers, or for the wide roads needed to serve them. 

Nor does it show the predictable clutter of advertising signs, lights, and utilities. You must supply these 
by mentally comparing Marincello to cities of equal size - San Rafael, Novate, or Pacifica in San Mateo County. 




INSTRUCTIONS 

to follow during your 
* of the 

MIWOK TRAIL 





This guide identifies seven places to stop while ascending the MIWOK TRAIL 

Each corresponds to a different aspect of MARINCELLO, a planned community proposed in the 1960s, 
approved for development, but ultimately blocked by opponents. Sites include a sewage treatment facility, a 
marina on an artificial extension of Rodeo Lagoon, a busy intersection, a golf course, a town house, a 
playground, and a high-rise. 

Locations are approximate. Refer to the satellite imagery for guidance, but adapt to conditions on the ground. 



HOW 



^ W 



Please visit the seven sites indicated. At each one, stop, and read the corresponding text 
provided on the following pages. 

Each text was compiled from notes the artist took while listening closely (and repeatedly) to 
the one hundred and eight most evocative seconds of a recording he made in an environment 
in San Francisco or Sausalito similar to that which would have existed, had Marincello been 
built as planned. 



The MIWOK TRAIL is in the MARIN HEADLANDS region of the GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL RECREATION 
AREA near San Francisco, California. 

The trailhead is just across Rodeo Lagoon from the MARIN HEADLANDS VISITOR CENTER. From the west 
end of the parking lot, follow an access trail down toward the lagoon. Turn right to descend wooden steps and 
skirt the edge of the lagoon. Cross Bunker Road at the indicated cross walk. 

Signage identifies the MIWOK TRAIL and its course through the Gerbode Valley. 



WHY 



The sounds you hear in your mind as you read are the best documents of the 
MARINCELLO soundscape that exist: the imagined soundscapes of an imagined city. 

The recordings described were presented publicly only once, during a talk about this project given 
at the HEADLANDS CENTER FOR THE ARTS, a short walk from the MIWOK trailhead. At the 
end of this presentation, all existing copies of each were destroyed. 



The blanket white noise of water flowing, so loud it obscures any context: there is only 
water in motion. Several frequency bands are prominent, a low midrange whoosh and a 
high faucet fizz. There is no discernible kinetic activity, this is no river; not only for the lack 
of apparent power, but for the constancy. The water here moves in fixed Streams; there are 
no mechanics or other motion; no paddles, no wheels, no stones, no surf. A subtle change 
of intensity is the only variation. Micro-details of pitter and drop, a repeated but not 
quite regular splash. The background of lower frequencies, not quite a dark roar, 
implies a wide perspective, a field of small waters in motion: there is an unnatural regularity 
over distance. Though the drop does not seem great, there are very many separate 
water-falls, an array of identically sized sluices. There is slightly more high mid- 
frequency splash, on the left; and at some points, the subtle prominence of a more 
focused and energetic flow, on the right. Is there a variation in the terrain, or is this an 
artifact of the recording equipment, some illusion caused by asymmetrical proximity, or echo 
cancellation? Only once or twice do very quiet relative variations interrupt the 
regularity of the recording. At one point there is a subtle shift of many factors at once: did 
the recordist move his weight from one leg to the other, or turn his head ever so slightly? 



The deep dull roar of urban areas, a wall of very low frequency energy. The slap 
of thick heavy water, an occasional sucking slop: there is solid structure for the 
water to react against. A seagull right away, but more prominent and vocal is a crow off to 
the right The stuttering pitter-patter of an uncovered engine passing to the right 
at a low idle. For a moment, a motorcycle-like buzz of an engine pushed hard. The 
very low steady hum of a far off horn, and an answering harmonizing echo: a fog 
horn? Men's voices to the left, casual conversation, the speakers are walking or working; 
though they are not loud, and are difficult to make out, their voices are raised to be heard. 
Something said about a Safeway. Accents: they could be non-native speakers, or it 
could be something merely regional, from the east coast? Competing motors at various 
distances, one buzzing, one sending high frequency echoes like the skating whine of a 
distant saw, or sleigh bells lost in reverb. An occasional creak from a dock or gangway 
pushed by the water. Nondescript inorganic thumpings, perhaps things being moved. 
The distant chug and hum of at least two big engines. It is clear there are boats all around; 
the low frequency bedrock pulses and changes, but is always loud. The quiet tinkle 
and clank of masts and their hardware that ring with a range of pitches as boats rock. 



An accelerating car, and suddenly a tapestry of auto traffic. The almost airplane-like 
Doppler descent of tires passing on asphalt, crossing the stereo field. Is there ever an 
airplane, or is it an illusion? The waves-like regular whooshing of many vehicles, mostly 
moving left to right. An occasional fragment of distinctly articulated motor. Then 
suddenly cars are defined clearly and seem much closer: vehicles accelerate, many 
rev down as they shift up; others coast by quietly, only their tires betraying them: they 
could be hybrids, or merely conventional cars with their motors idling? As one car pauses, then 
immediately accelerates away, a bright snippet of radio: Norteno? Too little of it to tell. A 
car horn, a lazy but slightly drawn out honk, not a greeting but a protest. The defined 
loud bass grumbling of a classic (muscle?) car pushed hard into first gear. The 
unmistakable midrange burr of a diesel engine, then a mumble that is somehow 
without doubt a pickup. The low wheezing idle of a huge commercial truck. A very quiet 
squeak: probably shocks, but perhaps it is just the creak of a frame as of weight resettling 
itself on some exposed framework, when someone eases to a stop or releases their brakes. The 
soft doubled squeal of brakes engaging, but not shrieking. Some regular indistinct 
bounce. Something like a bicyclist passing against the traffic. Something like the shuffle 
shutter click of an SLR camera. One word in a preadolescent child's voice. 



An echoing crack, a switch or crop? Its whisk followed by mid-distance slapback 
echoes crossing the stereo field. Immediately thereafter adult male voices to the left, 
discussing flying wedges. 'Let me show you something/ A lesson underway: the 
patient measured voice of an instructor, informed but deferential. The sudden 
clanking bang of something dropped in the foreground and rolling to the right, a sigh of 
mild exasperation or the effort of retrieving what fell? Again a sigh, more quietly to the left; 
then a sniff and another, again in the center. A leather thump, a rigid but soft-sided case 
being dropped. A zipper unzipped, then rezipped: a small pocket on luggage? The very 
quiet tank-tank of metal rods knocking one another: clubs, no doubt. Shoes that 
squish though dry, the very faint rasp of what could be either cleats or a pebble caught 
in their tread, quietly emerging from the right, vanishing to the left; they are walking on 
concrete. Continuing aperiodic cracks from the right. In the middle right, a whiffle ball 
being struck? Then a golf ball Struck; no mistaking it. A laugh down the line to the right, 
repeated, then a hesitant explanation. The irregular, high frequency sine tone 
beeping of something in the distant right: a phone indicating a message? Briefly, the more 
regular but similar beep of a truck in reverse. Distant traffic, cars accelerating. The 
almost-buried chirp of a bird. Once, to the left, what could be a jungle bird: a two-note 
descending chirrup and its echo. The two-beat laugh of a jay, or is it a crow? 



Somewhere inside open to the outside. A fan is whirring; no, a dishwasher or a dryer: not 
close, but establishing a rhythm of harmonic white noise. A small child's voice 
exhorting 'no' several times to the left, not angrily, just talking. He or she continues with 
meandering monolog. Something sizzling, or is it water running? Water running; it's 
turned off. The high frequency hiss of plumbing as a faucet is closed. The squeak of 
a faucet as it turns. A woman sings in Spanish: something about a babero, a bib. 
The word 'comida.' Her accent is not Mexican or Spanish, it's American. The child repeats 
some of the words, talking over the woman, experimenting with language, sometimes 
singing a single word: 'bop 1 perhaps. 'See saw'? 'Hoppy'? The clank of a dish, the 
tump of a lid, ceramic and rubber. A metal cup rings loudly in a sink. The slop slop 
slop of something filled with liquid, then dumped into a sink, repeated several times. Once this 
is echoed offstage, to the far right, by a recurring distant clunking; then the constant 
shuffling thump and knock of lumber being worked on. Something shoveled or 
loaded, clanks, the rhythm of carpentry. A male voice, the cadence of Mexican Spanish. 
A truck backing up: patterns of three beeps. The child says 'all done.' Once, a crow 
caws; once, the rattle of a small-displacement motorcycle humming by. 



A confection of stereo confusion featuring a hiss and a child's whine. Many children's 
voices, many very young, ail around. Something dumped into a container; rocks into 
a soft plastic tub? A hissing sizzle. Leaves stepped on nearby to the right. Squeaking, 
easily mistaken for something metal, but no, it's a small child. A woman's measured but 
conversational voice, talking about finding a rock at Golden Gate Park; she thinks 
someone will like it, but it must be rinsed off first. She calls the recipient 'honey/ and a young 
boy answers her as 'mom.' Another voice, a woman who coughs after saying 'you 
dumped my sand out;' she negotiates sharing between her child and another. A 
confusing ever-changing assortment of laughter; imperative calls and 
squeals in the middle distance; the cries of children that could be mistaken for agonized: 
but there is not true upset, just play and motion. There is enough room for children to move 
here. A sizzle on the near left is sand shoveled and poured. At least once, the word 
'sand.' Pure high frequencies, as of wheels turning on an axle under pressure. An 
irregular but constant clanking in the center right distance, as of a pipe thrumbing, or 
some long metal thing pulled across an irregular surface: not unlike a chain clattering as it is 
played out. A very young child (or an older one who is temporarily regressing) who says 'I 
want to go home.' A toddler who cries 'ewww.' Once, a celebratory whoop. 



An interior: the unceasing high hum of ventilation on the middle left. The indistinct 
jingle of a small chain or many keys. A repeated thwack that echoes, as of things being 
dropped, roving around the stereo image. Four notes whistled: almost a transposed, much 
higher opening to Beethoven's Fifth. A snatch of inexpert singing. A thump that 
overdrives the recording: a door slamming. This is a hard-surfaced space with 
an unappealing resonance. Someone says 'oh boy' in a slightly defeated way; someone 
else laughs and asks sympathetically, 'too much, huh?' A third voice asks for confirmation, 
'here's going out?' and expresses confusion about where 'the Other' goes. More than 
once, the cliched soft double chime of an elevator. Again a door slam that blows out 
the recording. Quiet footsteps, the walker adjusting stiff synthetic fabric (a 
backpack?). The rapid double squeak of rubber soles on a hard surface, as if on a 
basketball court. Then again. The squeak is the same pitch as the start of the whistle. 'All 
right take it easy,' 'oh yes,' the oddly emphatic public conversation of people 
who recognize one another but are not intimate. The jingle of the chain or keys. A lock 
worked. A throat cleared. 'I'll give you your stuff too.' A single wooden tock 
that could be a ping pong ball-sized rock falling into a pond, on the distant left. Something that 
could be a cassette slotted into a Walkman. Something that could be a pen being retracted. 
Something several times that could be the double drip of latex house paint onto linoleum. 
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